[Diagnostic neuropathology supported by immunohistochemistry].
There are various histological components in the central nervous system. When making a neuropathological diagnosis, it is difficult to identify each component. Recently, with the adoption of immunohistochemistry in diagnostic neuropathology, the identification of each component has become relatively easy. Immunohistochemistry is a useful method for staining objective tissues or cells employing the antigen-antibody reaction. Its specificity is very high. In the field of diagnostic neuropathology, immunohistochemical techniques have developed in the diagnosis of brain tumors. With the aid of immunohistochemistry, various findings have been obtained. At the present time, however, the number of available antibodies is rather restricted. As a result, accurate differentiation of microglia and brain macrophage is difficult, and the origin and definition of microglia and brain macrophages are controversial. In the near future, with further progress in immunohistochemical techniques, the number of antibodies will rapidly increase and their sensitivity should improve. When this is achieved, it will be possible to elucidate the pathophysiology of the central nervous system morphologically.